The Gospel of Luke

Questions for discussion & reflection

History of Israel and of the World

Read Luke 2:21-39
e What is the story behind your name? What does it mean? Why were you
given this name

e When has someone said words about your future that you didn‘t expect? Did
they come true?

e When have you been expectant (waiting for something) and it finally
happened? Is there something you're still waiting for?

Luke’s Theme of Equality

e On what principles and hierarchies has our society been built?

e What groups have suffered in the past as a result of this system? What groups
are still suffering today?

e Does the church reflect the same hierarchy?

e What can/should the church do differently to support those affected by the
“systems of the world?”

e What can/should you do differently to extend equality?
Food and Drink in Luke

e What emotions do you associate with eating, particularly in community?
e When have you learned a lesson while sharing a meal with someone?
e With whom do you normally break bread?

e How do you use table fellowship as an opportunity for teaching and
modeling? With friends? With family? With strangers?

e As one who has been fed by Jesus, for whom are you setting the table, who
are you feeding, and what are you feeding them?

e How are our St. Luke’s Core Values of Discipleship and Service found in
Luke’s theme of food and drink / table fellowship?

Salvation as “with-ness”

e After hearing Ebby’s lecture on Luke’s definition of salvation, how has your
understanding of salvation changed?

e How (or where) have you seen your own salvation? How (or where) have
you seen salvation for others?

e How have you experienced God’s presence, what power have you drawn
from it



e How are we (the church) bringing salvation to others?

¢ In what visible, tangible ways are you bringing salvation to those around
you?

Disciple-making (Luke 10)

e What kind of listener are you?

e As a disciple, what are you doing with the knowledge you are gaining
through your study of Scripture? How is it forming you?

e How are you following your learning with action? As you are following our
weekly rhythm of learning, living, and loving, how are you leading your life?

The Holy Spirit as a main character

e Do we acknowledge the role of Holy Spirit like Luke does? Why or why not?

e Does it seem easy or difficult to discern the presence or direction of the Holy
Spirit? How might we need to change in order to be more sensitive to it?

e The Holy Spirit always shows up for the prayer meeting! What role does
prayer play in our lives? Do we know how to pray? What are ways to think
about it?

Belonging and Inclusion (Luke 10)

e Who, in your community, is in need?

e Who is often times ignored by others, including “religious people?”
e To whom are you showing mercy?

e To whom are you extending God’s free grace and love?

e With whom are you partnering to do this work of extending grace and mercy
to others?

Connection as Mission (Luke 13)

Read Luke 13:1-9
e When tragedy strikes your life, do you think it’s because you did something
wrong?

¢ When you look at others who are struck by tragedy, do you think they are
being punished?

e How quick are you to give up on things? On projects? On people?
Read Luke 13:10-17
e How do these two passages relate?

e How can we help return others to dignity while showing them God’s love?
Who is the Main Character? (Luke 15)

e Read Luke 15:1-2, 11-32
o After reading the passage, who do you think is the main character, and why?



e If you had the opportunity to re-name this passage, what would you call it
and why?

¢ In which character do you see yourself the most?
e Which character is the best example of witness?

The Dishonest Steward (Luke 16)

e Are there any characters to emulate in this story?

e Why do you think the rich man approves the actions of the
steward/manager?

e When have you been in a position to help others with your business
decisions?

e How does whatever wealth you have serve God’s purposes?

e How are you being a good steward?

Redefining Kindness (Luke 17)

Read Luke 17:1-4
¢ How do you feel about forgiving someone seven times in one day?
e When have you refused to forgive someone, even after they asked for
forgiveness?
¢ When have you caused someone else to stumble or stood in the way of
someone seeking Jesus? What would you do differently now?
Read 17:11-19
e Think about a time in your life when you’'ve experienced healing. How do you
show gratitude? Could you have shown more gratitude? What, if anything,
would you do differently now?
Read 17:20-37
e How does this passage make you feel?
e Have you studied or heard this passage in the past? Was it taught
differently?
o What things cause you to be distracted? What can you do to stay focused on
the things that matter?

Think about this chapter as a whole. What is your reaction? What feelings and actions
does it provoke?

Redefining Humility (Luke 18)

¢ How do you look upon others, in particular, your peers or those who share
(or claim to share) your faith?

e When you think about your own life, your actions, and the choices you make,
do you find that you compare yourself to others? Do you think you are better
than others because of your choices, your career, your level of education,
how much you give to charity, your theology, etc.?



Does comparing yourself to others help you feel better about the way you
lead you life?

Take a few moments to pray the prayer: “God, have mercy to me, a sinner.”

How does it make you feel to remember that we all sin? How does this
passage help you redefine humility?

The Resurrection Story according to Luke

Read Luke 24:36-43

How would you react if someone you know is dead (and buried) showed up
and spoke to you?

If you read the previous sections in this chapter, you’ll notice that Jesus has
already appeared to the women and to the travelers walking to Emma’s.
Why, then, do you think the disciples were so surprised to see Jesus? Why
do you think the disciples still doubted?

In what unexpected ways has God shown up and we not recognized him?
What do you think caused them to finally recognize Jesus?
What are you leaving behind that will help others recognize you?



